
NATIONAL/REGIONAL   

CRIME COMPARISON 
 

2002 Crimes in Cities of 94,000-106,000 Residents, Nationwide 
 

City Murder Rape Robbery Assault Burglary Larceny Auto Theft Total 
Macon, GA 16 63 240 319 2,288 6,296 1,211 10,433
Berkeley, CA 7 28 407 287 1,514 6,687 1,341 10,271
Davenport, IA 7 63 244 1,223 1,697 5,908 416 9,558 
Richmond, CA 29 38 471 660 1,051 3,534 2,055 7,838 
Portsmouth, VI 11 38 425 524 1,316 4,058 643 7,015 
Athens-Clarke 
County, GA 7 53 158 223 1,042 4,779 431 6,693 
Pueblo, CO 6 27 164 528 1,144 3,893 383 6,145 
Gainesville, FL 7 65 185 508 1,248 3,530 473 6,016 
Clarksville, TN 6 44 82 462 768 4,330 270 5,962 
Gary, IN 60 58 420 219 1,543 2,271 1,241 5,812 
Dearborn, MI 3 29 131 946 536 3,099 937 5,681 
Fairfield, CA 6 28 213 331 678 3,426 671 5,353 
Brockton, MA 9 44 251 767 681 2,252 1,163 5,167 
El Cajon, CA 3 56 125 359 785 2,556 892 4,776 
Cambridge, MA 6 10 195 284 720 2,764 425 4,404 
Lowell, MA 7 47 158 637 630 1,957 822 4,258 
Arvada, CO 2 17 48 107 519 3,098 357 4,148 
Midland, TX 2 69 74 416 839 2,545 198 4,143 
Cape Coral, FL 3 17 42 327 1,081 2,394 222 4,086 
Green Bay, WI 1 63 73 252 635 2,468 270 3,762 
Boulder, CO 5 48 45 133 536 2,787 189 3,743 
Ventura, CA 2 30 90 164 621 2,478 263 3,648 
Norwalk, CA 10 22 194 520 639 1,340 851 3,576 
Erie, PA 4 71 196 179 702 2,241 167 3,560 
Woodbridge 
Township, NJ 3 8 72 212 537 2,130 519 3,481 
South Gate, CA 3 12 334 168 641 1,083 1,182 3,423 
Santa Clara, CA 4 19 62 226 417 2,188 312 3,228 
Burbank, CA 1 10 100 162 501 1,851 591 3,216 
Santa Barbara, CA 3 41 86 388 621 1,786 147 3,072 
San Mateo, CA 0 17 98 227 348 1,937 219 2,846 
Livonia, MI 7 33 61 112 400 1,938 228 2,779 
Clinton Township, NJ 2 28 46 264 424 1,613 278 2,655 
Edison Township, NJ 0 15 70 138 358 1,600 397 2,578 
Cary, NC 0 7 44 61 384 1,655 102 2,253 
Daly City, CA 2 27 113 160 221 1,232 444 2,199 
Mission Viejo, CA 1 7 19 89 216 1,241 97 1,670 
         
Average 7 35 159 350 786 2,804 567 4,707 
Cambridge, MA 6 10 195 284 720 2,764 425 4,404 
 

 
In 2002, Cambridge ranked below the nationwide average for all but one of the index crimes (robbery).   When 
ranked in order of total crimes, Cambridge ranked slightly above the median compared to other cities of similar 
sizes. Statistics for 2002 are the latest available from cities of similar size to Cambridge for comparative 
analysis.   
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  How Cambridge Compares Nationally: 
 

• Murder: Slightly lower than the national average. 
 
• Rape: Significantly lower than the national average, continuing the downward trend, which began in 1998. 
 

• Robbery: Slightly higher than the national average, likely resulting from the close proximity of Cambridge 
to other large cities.  

 

• Assault: Slightly below the national average. 
 

• Burglary: Slightly below the national average, continuing the downward trend, which began in the early 
1980s.   

 

• Larceny: Slightly below the national average.  Larceny typically accounts for the highest percentage of 
index crimes in Cambridge but traditionally reports lower numbers than the national average. 

 

• Auto Theft: Slightly lower than the national average.   
 
 
 
 

2002 Total Number and Rate of Crimes in Select Massachusetts Cities and Towns  

City Population Murder Rape Robbery Assault Burglary Larceny 
Auto 
Theft Total

Total 
Rate*

Brockton 95,473 9 44 251 767 681 2,252 1,163 5,167 5,412
Fall River 93,078 3 48 233 642 738 2,620 585 4,869 5,231
Chicopee 55,330 1 20 51 345 534 1,139 357 2,447 4,423
Lawrence 72,936 2 27 155 344 382 776 1,509 3,195 4,381
Lynn 90,156 3 9 180 665 561 1,463 1,043 3,924 4,352
Cambridge 101,355 6 10 195 284 720 2,764 425 4,404 4,345
Lowell 106,472 7 47 158 637 630 1,957 822 4,258 3,999
Somerville 78,438 3 27 125 193 427 1,361 433 2,569 3,275
Haverhill 59,700 2 20 43 213 611 638 249 1,776 2,975
Taunton 56,670 0 11 39 230 261 934 166 1,641 2,896
Quincy 89,118 5 17 86 156 434 1,518 239 2,455 2,755
Medford 56,456 0 8 45 25 196 1,041 171 1,486 2,632
Framingham 67,740 0 25 25 107 332 1,060 226 1,775 2,620
Brookline 57,815 1 9 54 116 213 772 104 1,269 2,195
Waltham 59,960 1 5 19 67 144 779 111 1,126 1,878
             
Average  76,046 3 22 111 319 458 1,405 507 2,824 3,714
Cambridge 101,355 6 10 195 284 720 2,764 425 4,404 4,345

 

*Rate is calculated per 100,000 residents. 
* Statistics for 2002 for select Massachusetts cities are the latest available for comparative analysis with Cambridge.  
 
 
When compared to cities and towns in Massachusetts, the total rate of Index crimes in Cambridge is slightly higher 
than the median. 
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